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at present, would be so base that he might deservedly be 
deemed unworthy of credit.*' 

In a case of the same kind which lately occurred at 
Carlow, it appeared that all Roman Catholics do not think 
as Mr. Keogh does. In that case it was stated, that two 
Roman Catholic bishops had lately taken their oaths on 
the very book thus refused by the witness, and that these 
bishops made no objection at all to it ; and the barrister, 
himself a Roman Catholic, stated that he had carefully 
compared the two Bibles, and that he saw no reason at all 
why Roman Catholics should object to be sworn on the 
Protestant Bible. 

For ourselves, we have no wish at all that Roman 
Catholics should be forced to swear on the Protestant 
Bible. Notwithstanding the serious errors we have shown 
in the Douay Bible, we still count it to be the Word of 
God, although perverted in some places, and dishonoured 
by the addition of what is not the Word of God. As 
friends of civil and religious liberty, we are quite willing 
thqt Roman Catholics should be allowed to swear on their 
own Bible, just as Jews are allowed to swear on the Old 
Testament. 

But we think that, on so solemn and important a ques- 
tion, those who come forward, as Mr. Keogh has done, to 
say, in public court, that it is a base act to swear on the 
Protestant Bible, may fairly be asked to give the proof of 
what they say. And if they be Christian men, who have 
a care for the souls and consciences of others, as well as 
for their own, we think they ought to be ready and willing 
to come forward and give the reasons of wh.it they say. 
We, therefore, invite Mr. Keogh, in a kind and friendly 
spirit, to come forward and discuss in our pages the re- 
spective merits of the Douay and Protestant Bibles. We 
will send him a copy of this number, and of all the num- 
bers in which ouj articles on the two Bibles have appeared, 
and we invite him to come forward and correct anything 
in what we have said, which he may think that he is able 
to correct. He may rest assured that he will meet with 
perfect courtesy and fairness from us, and we trust he will 
come forward in a manly and straightforward way, and 
state his objections to the Protestant Bible. 



THE CHURCH VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE. 
We have been asked our meaning, in speaking of the 
"Visible Church of Christ," as we did in our hist number; 
is there a visible Church of Christ and also an invisible 
Church ? Has Christ two Churches ? 

We know of but one Church — the Church of Christ. 
But though we see that Church, in a manner, in the midst 
of this world, we see her not as God sees. When we try 
to think and to believe of that Church as she is in herself, 
as she appears to his all-seeing eye, we are forced to call 
the Church invisible, because we cannot see her as he sees. 
But he has provided means by which we may see her so as 
is fitting now for mortal eyes, for those who are to walk by 
faith, and not by sight ; and in respect of these means of 
seeing her, we call her the visible Church of Christ. 

We cannot give up this two-fold way of speaking of the 
one Church of Christ, because we know the truth of that 
saying of Hooker's — " For lack of diligent observing the 
difference, first between the Church of God mystical (that 
is, invisible), and visible; then between the visible, sound, 
and corrupted — sometimes more, sometimes less— the over- 
sights are neither few nor light that have been commit- 
ted." — Book iii., eh. 1. 

The Church of Christ is one, from his first coming to his 
coming again. Those now with Christ, those still on 
earth, and those who are yet to be born, are one Church 
to him. But our present question is about that part now 
on earth. Who constitute the Church of Christ on earth, 
as seen by him, who seeth all things as they truly are ? 

First, mark the description of that Church, as given by 
his Spirit. We have a reason for choosing the following 
passages: — "Thou art all fair, my love, and there is 
not a spot in thee" (Canticle, or Song "of Solomon, iv. 7) ; 
" My spouse is a garden enclosed, a spring shut up, a 
fountain sealed ; thy plants are a paradise of pomegra- 
nates"* (verses 12 and 13); "Christ also loved the 
Church, and delivered himself up for it; that he might 
sanctify it, cleansing it by the laver of water in the word 
of life, that he might present it to himself a glorious 
Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, 
but that it should be holy and without blemish." — Ephs. v. 
25, 2b', 27. These passages are sclfected for this purpose, 
not by us, but by St. Augustine. 

The question is, of whom is this Church really and trulv 
composed ? and wc turn to St. Augustine for the answer, 
and he answers thus : — " That number of the just, who are 
called, according to his purpose, of whom it is said ' The 
Lord knoweth them that are his ; that is the garden en- 
closed, the fountain sealed, the well of living water, the 
paradise with the fruit of pomegranates." — Contr. Don. 
lib. 5, c. 27. And, again, "neither do they belong to the 
Church who appear to be within, and live contrary to 
Christ — that is, do contrary to the commands of Christ ; 
nor are they to be judged to belong at all to that Church 
which he cleansed by the laver of water in the word, that 
he might present it to himself aglorious Church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." — Lib. 4, c. 1. 



» This was one of the best froits growing in that conntry. 



It is evident that this must be so. Wicked Popes,* 
wicked bishops, wicked priests, wicked laymen, are spots 
in the Church. Of these St. Jude says — " These are spots 
in your feasts of charity, when they feast with yon." — Ep. 
verse 12. They can be no part of that Chnrch which has 
no spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. This, then, is 
God's view of the Church ; he sees it thus : to him it is 
without spot or wrinkle. This Church is the spouse and 
the body of Christ ; every member of this Church has a 
living union with Christ and with each other. The Spirit 
of Christ, proceeding from him, and dwelling in them, is 
that bond of union. But this inward bond of union, how- 
ever real in itself (and nothing is more real), is not visible 
to us, and, therefore, in this respect, we call Christ's 
Church invisible, 

Christ might have done no more than unite a multitude 
of individuals to himself by his'own Spirit dwelling in each ; 
and this would have been a real Body of Christ, known to 
Him ; but to mortal eyes it would have been only an invi- 
sible Church. 

lint Christ has also formed those who believe in him into 
a visible society or fellowship, bound together by visible 
signs, and uniting in an outward profession of his faith. 
This is that "fellowship of the Apostles" in which all 
were required to join who believed in Christ. — Acts ii. 41, 
42. And Christ has furnished this visible society which he 
instituted, with visible institutions, with orders ofministers, 
appointed and commissioned by him ; for, " when he 
ascended upon high, he led captivity captive, and gave 

gifts unto men He gave some apostles, and 

sonic prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers" (Ephes. iv. 8 and 11). Not all these gifts to 
all men, but some to all ; for these are abiding gifts till the 
Body of Christ, that is, his true and living Church, shall 
come to perfection (verse 13.) 

And for this unity of the visible society or fellowship 
Christ prayed (St. John's Gospel, xvii. 21), in that same 
night in which he was betrayed, " that they all may bo one ; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may lie one in us." His prayer included a visible unity that 
the unbelieving world could see, for the object was, " that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me." 

And St. Paul left a standing rule for preserving that 
outward unity, when he said, " I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions and offences, contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them." (Rom. 
xvi. 17.) 

Thus Christ gave an outward and visible form to that 
mystical and invisible body, which is his Church ; thus he 
made that Church visible to us. 

Hooker has well observed of the mystical or invisible 
Church — "Whatever we read in Scripture concerning 
the endless love and the saving mercy which God showeth 
towards his Church, the only proper subject thereof is this 
Church." He has well observed, too — " Even so on the 
other side, when we read of any duty which the Church 
of God is bound unto, the Church which this doth concern 
is a sensibly known company. And this visible Church in 
like sort is but one, continued from the first beginning of 

the world to the last end God hath ever had, 

and ever shall have, some Church visible upon earth." — 
Book 3, c. 1. 

We should consider the Church in both respects, that we 
may understand alike God's promises to his Church, and 
or. duties concerning it; and we should carefully mark 
this difference between the Church as she is in the sight of 
Goti, and the Church as she is visible to man. As we see 
her, she has spots ; as God sees her, she has none. She is 
ail liiir in herself, but she may appear with much foulness 
to «;- ; for Christ has not chosen to make the outward fel- 
lowship perfectly answerable to the mystical Church or 
Body. 

Writing for our Roman Catholic brethren, we may state 
this more boldly in the words of St. Augustine than in our 
own. Speaking of the visible Church, he says — " There 
are also within enemies of God, and those whose breasts 
the spirit of Antichrist possesses ; and yet these bear spiritual 
and divine offices : . . . . within as well as without 
such are found ; however, the separation of those who are 
within, from the perfection and unity of that love not only 
God knows in some, but even man in some." — De Bass., 
lib. 4, c. 7. 

The visible form which Christ has choseji to give to his 
Church, is thusimperiect, in seeming to enclose multitudes 
who are not really members of that Church whicii is the 
spouse and body of Christ. For, as St. Paul says, " If 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.'' 
— Rom. viii. 9. 

And this outward and visible form in which the Church 
appears to us, is still further imperfect in this, that it docs 
not always enclose, or appear to enclose, all those who are 
members of the living Body. So St. Augustine says, in 
speaking of that number of the elect who truly constitute 
the Church — " There are some of that number who as yet 
are living wickedly, and are lying even in heresies, or in 
the superstitions of the Gentiles ; and yet even there the 
Lord knoweth them that are his ; for, in that unspeakable 
foreknowledge of God, many who seem to be without are 
indeed within, and many who seem to be within are without. 

* Father Paul quotes historians, saying, of certain ages, " those 
times produced not Popes, but monsters !" — Treatise on Lccl., Ben., 
p. 62. 



Of all those, therefore, who, so to speak, inwardly and hid- 
denly are within, consists that garden enclosed, that foun- 
tain sealed, that well of living water." * 

The comprehensive character of the invisible Church — 
that is, of the Spouse and body of Christ — as she appears 
in the sight of God, is still further shown in St. Augustine's 
doctrine, that even schismatics, in respect of those things 
in which they do not separate, do still remain in connection 
with the Church,t which opinion Archbishop Bramhall 
adopts Vol. ii., p. 80, 8vo. 

What St. Augustine says of heretics (Ep. 162) is also 
well applied by Bramhall to schismatics, who says — " It 
is much more true of schism, that he who is involved in 
schism through the error of his parents, or predecessors,, 
who seeketh carefully f-r the truth, and is prepared in his 
mind to embrace it whensoever he finds it, is not to be 
rejected as schismatic. This very bond of unity and pre- 
paration of his mind to peace, is an implicit renunciation 
and abjuration of his schism before God."— Vol. ii., page 
391, 8vo. 

That tin's preparation of the heart towards peace docs 
really belong to the mystical body, is thus said by St. 
Augustine, speaking of the song of the angels (Luke, ch. 
ii., v. 14), " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men of good will," which he says would not have 
been sung by angels at the birth of Christ, " unless God 
wishes this to be understood, that they are in the unity of 
the body of Christ who are in the peace of Christ ; but 
they are in the peace of Christ who are of good will." — De 
Bapt., lib. 4, c. 7. 

In all these respects, then, while we reverence the out- 
ward and visible communion of Christ, as ordained and 
founded by Christ himself, and most solemnly binding on 
all to whom the knowledge of it is given, we see how im- 
perfect that outward communion is, as representing the 
Spouse and Body of Christ, as she really is in herself, and 
in the sight of God. Wc do not therefore despise that 
communion ; we reverence it, such as Christ appointed it 
to be, for we know that he would have it as a net, which 
catches botli bad fish and good (Matt. ch. 13, v. 47 & 48). 
But we regard it such as he made it, not such as men pre- 
tend it to be ; and we seek to impress ou ourselves and 
others one more quotation from St. Augustine — " Certainly 
it is manifest that which is said, ' within and without the 
Church,' is to be considered in respect of the heart, not of 
the body" (Contra Don. lib. 5, c."27). To be living members 
of Christ, united to him by his spirit dwelling in our hearts 
and working in them, this, and nothing less, is to be truly 
members of the Church of Christ. 

Now, we ask our Roman Catholic readers to consider ' 
sincerely if, as St. Augustine everywhere teaches, the out- 
ward and visible form of the Church, which we see with our 
eyes, is so far from being a perfect form of the true and 
living Church, which is the body and spouse of Christ; 
and if, as the same St. Augustine teaches, the promises of 
endless mercy do belong only to the living Church, what 
confusion and error must arise from insisting on applying 
all those promises to the outward and visible Church ? Yet 
this is what Roman Catholics are constantly doing, when- 
ever they are desirous to prove the infallibility of their 
Church from Scripture. 

And if the Church visible bo thus imperfect, by con- 
taining a vast multitude of wicked men, who have not the 
Spirit of Christ in their hearts, who are not really mem- 
bers of the Church as God sees her ; and if this multitude 
of the wicked may be greater or less in proportion to the 
sound part, and may fill her ministry and orders in greater 
or less proportion ; then the visible Church may be more or 
less corrupt, at different times and different places, on that 
account. And though the visible representation and form 
of the pure and spotless Church may be thus obscured to a 
great extent, yet, since Christ intended that evil should be 
allowed to mingle, more or less, in the visible Church, we 
cannot, on that account, deny that he has a visible Church 
on earth. 

We earnestly invite the attention of Roman Catholics 
to the foregoing statement of St. Augustine's doctrine 
respecting the Church ; and we ask them if they can pre- 
tend to say that their visible Church, as it exists at this 
day, is without spot, or wrinkle, or blemish, or any such 
thing ? Are there none in it, layman, priests, and bishops, 
who are "spots and blemishes V" 

TALK OF THE ROAD.— No. XVII. 
Well, Pat and Jem were digging Mr. Nulty's potatoes, 
and it was a sorrowful sight to see, for half the potatoes, 
and more, were bad;' and every one looked sad and 
sorry, and the poor fellows had hardly the heart to dig. 
And Pat and Jem had two ridges next ench other; and 
they talked a little betimes. 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " it's not like praty-digging in 
old times, when praty-digging was pleasant ; when every 
man seen his work just done for that year, and enough be- 
fore him for the winter." 

" Aye, Pat," said Jem, " and a bit of a fire at the rig's 
end, with the childer roasting the praties in the ashes ; but 
I doubt we will never see that again." 

" I wonder how it came at all, or what came on the pra- 

* When it was objected to Archbishop Bramhall. that St. Angustine 
said, " tiie elect before they are converted do belong invisibly to the 
Church," so far from denying it, lie replied — " Yea, and before they 
I were born also." — Works, voi. i,, p. 78, Bvo. 

t l->e ilapt., lib. I , c. 8, § 111. 



